
Henry Ellis Paul 1920-2005

Desert Sun Feb 24, 2005   Henry Ellis Paul, born May 31, 1920; died Feb 9, 2005

Henry Paul was the grandson of William L. Paul, one of the pioneering farmers who brought the
date industry to the valley in the early 1900's.  Henry was born in North Hollywood to Inez
Blanche Myers and Lawrence Howard Paul, and was raised in Coachella and Indio, where the
family owned the Esperanza ranch.  He graduated from Coachella Valley High School in 1938,
where he was senior class president.

Henry worked in the produce industry in Indio and Los Angeles before buying the Mobil gas
Station in Palm Springs from his brother Kenny, in the 1950's.  After his daughters graduated
high school, he and his wife Shirley spent seven years in Connecticut before returning to the
Coachella Valley, where he worked in real estate.

Dusring the 1950's and 1960's he was a member of the Palm Springs Mounted Police and served
as Captain in 1966-7.  In Whittier he belonged to the Whittier Lions Club. 

He is predeceased by his wife Shirley, his parents, his brothers William, Kenneth and Richard,
his sisters Lorraine Conner Schneider and Helen Berta, and two nieces, Mary Lee Paul Rodby
and Tina Schneider Valentine.   

He is survived by two brothers, Leland, of Fort Myers, Florida, and Jack of Cottonwood,
Arizona; daughters Cathleen Brant of Palm Springs, Laurie and husband John Horchner of Chino
Valley, Arizona, and Priscilla Lacek of Banning; grandchildren Anthony, Matthew, Adrian, Paul,
and Suzi Lacek, five great grandchildren, and seventeen neices and nephews. 

A memorial service will
held Saturday, February
26th, at 11 AM at Los
Compadres Clubhouse,
1849 South El Cielo
Road, Palm Springs


